
 
 
 

 
 
Report of: Strategy and Review Business Manager  
                                                                                       
 
To: Executive Board    
 
Date:  3 April 2006        Item No:     

 
Title of Report :   OX1 and Oxford Inspires – direct financial 

support 
 

 
 
 

Summary and Recommendations 
 
 
Purpose of report:   To gain approval for arrangements to support the 

work of OX1 and Oxford Inspires.   
       

Key decision:   No 
 
Portfolio Holder:   Councillor Christian 
 
Scrutiny Responsibility:  Finance 
 
Ward(s) affected:   All 
 
Report Approved by:  Head of Legal and Democratic Services and 

Finance and Asset Management Business Manager 
 
Policy Framework:  Cultural strategy (Strategic Aims 1, 2, 3, 6, 7 and 

9) 
 
Recommendations:   
1. Make awards of finance to OX1 (£65,000) and Oxford Inspires (£100,000) 
to allow city centre improvements and cultural development activities to be 
undertaken. 
 
2. Delegate authority for completion of these payments to the Strategic 
Director, Physical Environment, subject to her being satisfied as to the terms 
under which the financial support is made. 
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x
Name of Strategic Director or Business Manager

x
Name of Committee

x
Date of meeting

emace
Field to be completed by Committee Services

x
Title of report

x
To.... (insert one or two sentences explaining what the report seeks to achieve)

x
Yes/No – only applicable to Executive functions.  Say if not applicable.In financial terms a key decision is one that is likely to result in the Council incurring expenditure or the making of savings that are significant with regard to the Council's budget for the related service or function.The guidance figures for significant items in financial terms are £150,000 for General Fund or £200,000 for Housing Revenue Account. In more general terms a key decision is one that is likely to be significant in terms of its effect on communities living in an area comprising two or more Wards in the Council's area

x
Only applicable to Executive functions - there may be more than one.  Say if not applicable.

x
Identify which of the scrutiny committees has this function within its terms of reference – there may be more than one.

x
There may be more than one.

emace
Name the officers who have approved the report prior to publication.

x
Identify the parts or sections of any plans or strategies adopted by the Council which the report either implements or is consistent with.  If there is no such policy or strategy say there is none.

x
These should be clear and concise and be identical to those at the end of the report. They should capture all the decisions the report author wishes the minute to reflect.  Authors should not “seek members’ views” but recommend a definite course of action.



 
 
 
Introduction 
 

1. Budgetary provision is available for funds to support the work of Oxford 
Inspires and OX1.  Proper arrangements are necessary to ensure that 
funds (£200,000 to Oxford Inspires 2006-08 and £185,000 to OX1 
2006-09) released relate to defined outputs.  

 
2. OX1 and Oxford Inspires support the Council’s “Vision” statement by 

helping to Improve the environments where we live and work, Create 
local prosperity and sustain full employment, and Provide more and 
improved affordable leisure activities. 

 
Service specific matters 
 

3. Oxford Inspires’ request relates to £50,000 each year towards core 
funding and £50,000 towards programme development and marketing 
leading up to a year of festivals in 2007.  In more detail 

• £15,000 towards Faces of Oxfordshire 
• £15,000 towards Go with the Flow 
• £10,000 towards Oxford Unmasked: the Big Picnic 
• £10,000 towards Summer Saturdays 
• Representation on Oxford Inspires’ Board 
• Effective support and capacity building with selected Oxford 

cultural organisations 
• Establishment of a regular programme of high profile speakers 

at Cultural Platform events 
• Continued work within the 2007 Festival programme to establish 

new collaborations and more sustainable ways of working within 
local cultural organisations. 

• Work with OX1 and the Oxford Marketing Group to establish 
improved communications and to identify common objectives 
and opportunities for collaboration and synergy. 

• Development of the Sustainable Institutions Group 
 

4. OX1’s request relates to £65,000 in 2006/07, £60,000 in 2007/08 and 
£60,000 in 2008/09. OX1’s aims are: 

• To improve Oxford City Centre 
• To promote Oxford City Centre – particularly as a retail venue 
• To establish a Business Improvement District 
• Work with Oxford Inspires and the Oxford Marketing Group to 

establish improved communications and to identify common 
objectives and opportunities for collaboration and synergy. 

 
5.  The Strategic Director for Physical Environment is a Board member of 

both Oxford Inspires and OX1. Delegating authority to the Strategic 
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Director will allow the funds to be made available at the beginning of 
the financial year. 

 
 
Name and contact details of author:  
 
David Steel 

 01865 252538 
e-mail: dsteel@oxford.gov.uk 
 
Background papers: none 
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These are any documents relied upon or drawn from in writing the report. If that document is already in the public domain (e.g. legislation, government guidance or a previously published committee report) they do not need to be listed here. Say if there are no background papers.


